
FOURTH CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT DFL BUSINESS CONFERENCE RULES 

May 4, 2025 

 

REGISTRATION AND ACCREDITATION  

1. Registration shall begin at 12:30 p.m. on May 4, 2025, and remain open during the Business 
Conference.  

2. Unless otherwise provided in these rules, delegates shall mean all persons duly elected, 
registered, and seated, including those alternates who have been properly upgraded and whose 
primary delegate is not on the floor.  

3. CD4 Central Committee alternates shall be upgraded to delegate status according to their rank on 
their senate district report. Otherwise, alternates shall succeed to delegate status according to their 
rank. If there are no alternates available within a senate district delegation, alternates shall be raised 
by lot from among the highest-ranking alternates within the other senate district delegations. Each 
senate district will be represented in the lot system in proportion to its delegate allocation strength.  

4. When a delegate who has been replaced by an alternate arrives or returns, or when an alternate 
arrives or returns and would otherwise be eligible to be seated, the lowest ranking seated alternate 
from that senate district will relinquish delegate status. When a delegate who has been replaced by 
lot arrives or returns, the alternate selected by that lot will relinquish delegate status.  

5. The Credentials Committee shall report the number of delegates registered as requested by the 
Business Conference chair. A quorum shall be 20% of the CD4 Central Committee, as defined by the 
CD4 Constitution. 

6. Delegates on the temporary roll may vote on challenges, provided however, a challenged delegate 
shall not vote on his/her own challenge.  

7. CD4 Central Committee delegates shall be seated and will ballot with their respective delegations 
within which they reside in the specified area as designated by the Executive Committee. Only 
delegates, DFL elected officials, and declared officer candidates shall be permitted on the Business 
Conference floor, except that non-delegates shall leave the floor during balloting.  

8. All visitors, including press and campaign representatives, shall register at the registration desk, be 
issued business conference identification badges, and be seated separately from delegates and 
alternates. 

 

 

 



BUSINESS CONFERENCE RULES AND PROCEDURES  

9. This business conference shall be governed by the Constitution and Bylaws of the DFL Party of 
Minnesota, the 2024-2025 Official Call of the DFL Party of Minnesota, the Fourth Congressional 
District DFL Constitution, these Business Conference Rules, and Robert's Rules of Order (as most 
recently revised).  

10. These Rules and Agenda shall be approved by a majority vote of delegates and seated 
alternates. Upon adoption, they shall govern the business conference unless amended or suspended 
by a two-thirds majority vote of the delegates present.  

11. Business Conference Officers:​
a. The Fourth District DFL Chair shall preside until a permanent business conference chair(s) are 
elected.​
b. Permanent business conference chair(s) shall be elected by majority vote.​
c. The business conference chair(s) shall appoint a secretary, parliamentarian, sergeants-at-arms, 
timekeepers, tellers and any other officials necessary for the orderly conduct of the business 
conference.​
d. Each Senate District delegation shall have elected co-chairs from among its delegates, who shall 
be responsible for alternate seating and ballot voting.  

12. Only delegates may address the business conference except that, at the discretion of the chair, 
incumbent members of Congress and incumbent Minnesota constitutional officers shall be permitted 
to address the business conference for not more than three minutes. Other persons may be permitted 
to address the business conference for not more than two minutes.  

13. Delegates may address the business conference only from the floor and only after being 
recognized by the chair. Delegates recognized by the chair must identify themselves and state the 
purpose for which they wish to speak. Each speaker shall be limited to one minute. Discussion on all 
matters before the business conference shall be limited to three speakers for the affirmative and three 
speakers for the negative, with each speaker allowed one minute, except that in case of challenge of 
a delegate's credentials, both the challenger [first] and the challenged delegate or their representative 
may speak for two minutes each. No delegate shall speak to a question a second time until all others 
who wish to speak have been heard.  

14. Upon the vote of ten percent of the members of any committee, a minority report shall be 
prepared and presented to the business conference.  

15. At the discretion of the chair, the business conference may consider reports or take up the next 
order of business while ballots are being counted or during other pauses.  

16. A motion to table or postpone indefinitely shall not be in order. The motion to reconsider is in 
order and requires a two-thirds vote. The motions to "reconsider and enter on the minutes" or to 
"object to consideration" are not in order. 

17. Venue rules will be followed. The Executive Committee will make rules concerning signage, 
badges, buttons and music. No rule shall be candidate specific.  



VOTING  

18. Unless otherwise provided in these rules, voting shall be by voice vote, or by raising of badges or 
standing division when called for by the chair or by one-third of the delegates; except that written 
ballots may be called for by the chair or one-third of the delegates. On written ballots, each delegate 
shall sign his or her name legibly on the ballot.  

19. Only delegates and persons permitted by the State DFL Constitution are entitled to vote. If 
requested by the chair, prior to any vote, the Credentials Committee shall determine the delegates 
entitled to vote.  

20. All ballots shall be retained by the CD4 Business Conference secretary until three weeks after the 
business conference is adjourned.  

21. At the direction of the business conference chair, each Senate District delegation chair shall 
distribute and collect ballots, ensuring that only properly seated delegates are permitted to vote. 
Ballots shall be tallied only by tellers under the direction of the business conference chair.  

22. No change in seated delegates is permitted between the time the business conference chair calls 
for a vote and the completion of the vote. In the case of a written ballot, the collection of all ballots is 
the completion of the vote. 

23. The Affirmative Action, Outreach and Inclusion Reminder shall be read before every election.  

MISCELLANEOUS  

24. Candidate signs.  No signs may be placed on the stage or anywhere near the front of the 
business conference floor without approval. Only blue painter tape may be used to put up anything. 
All venue rules must be followed when putting up signs. Candidates or other business conference 
table renters may have a sign over their table in the hallway or identified area within the room. No 
stickers are allowed! 

25. The business conference chair(s) shall be permitted to invite speakers to address the business 
conference at his/her/their discretion. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ELECTION OF THE CD 4 CHAIR, VICE CHAIR, OUTREACH OFFICER, SECRETARY, 
TREASURER, AND COMMUNICATIONS OFFICER 

26. All candidates for election must live in the 4th Congressional District but need not be delegates or 
alternates to the CD4 Central Committee. 

27. To be nominated, all candidates for CD4 Chair, Vice Chair, Outreach Officer, Secretary, Treasurer, 
and Communications Officer must screen before the Nominations Committee or submit a written 
statement of candidacy to the Nominations Committee prior to its report.  

28. The report of the Nominations Committee shall place in nomination the committee's 
recommendation. After the committee's report (including minority reports, if any), nominations may be 
made from the floor. No seconds are permitted. The Nominations Committee shall not recommend its 
members as candidates for any position contested at the end of their last committee meeting prior to 
the day of the Business Conference. 

29. The CD4 Chair, Vice Chair, Outreach Officer, Secretary, Treasurer, and Communications Officer 
must be elected by majority vote. In the event there is a contested election, a written ballot shall be 
used. Proportional voting shall not be used. 

30. If two or more candidates are nominated for any CD4 officer position, there will be a 
question-and-answer period of no more than 20 minutes before the Business Conference votes for 
the position by written ballot. Each candidate will be allowed 2 minutes each to answer each question 
that the Business Conference Chair has received in writing and signed from a Business Conference 
delegate or seated alternate. 

31. All candidates for CD4 Chair, Vice Chair, Outreach Officer, Secretary, Treasurer, and 
Communications Officer will be allowed two minutes to address the business conference immediately 
prior to balloting for their respective elections. 

 


